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nandes and cumpanye be in all his said viadge of good behaviour
towardes her Majestes subjectes, and the subjectes of other
Princes with whom her Majestye is in league and amitye, and
doe not robbe nor spoile eanye duringe the said viadge The &c.
Or else &c.
H. Gilbertes
Recognovit coram D: Lewes Jwdice die et anno suprascriptis
D: Lewes
73. 9 JANUARY 1581. DON BERNARDINO DE MENDOZA TO
PHILIP II1.
The Earl of Leicester has arranged with the Queen [for a new
expedition by Drake] . .. and that Conols [Knollys], son of the
Treasurer of the Household, the one who fitted out ships to
plunder on the Indies route two years ago, is to winter with six
ships in the port of San Julian on the Brazil coast, which is by
the mouth of the strait of Magellanes, and pass thence, under
orders from Drake and with other mariners who had been with
him there, to the South Sea, robbing all he can, and thence mak-
ing a course to join Drake in the Malucos and return home.
Onofre Gilberto [Humphrey Gilbert], who also fitted out
ships with Conols, is to go with six other ships to Cuba and
there to fortify a suitable place, sallying forth in search of any
fleets that leave either Santo Domingo or neighbouring islands
as well as those of Nueva Espana and Peru. In association with
this they wish Jorbirger [Frobisher] to make again his former
navigation to search out a passage to go to Catay and to the
Malucos by that way, as according to the opinion of Drake, not-
withstanding the ice and the inconveniences which Jorbirger
found in it, it appears to them necessary that there must be some
strait or passage. And, although it cannot reasonably be ima-
gined that they will not have great difficulties in carrying out
such designs, the success of Drake in his expedition causes them
to make light of them. If your majesty instructs me to interview
the Queen I shall speak to her about these ships being got ready.
1 Navarrete, Docwnentos ineditos, xci, 535. Extract, translated. CSP Sp.
15^0-6, no. 61.